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We are  

Christians  
who Worship  

in the  
Anglican Tradition.   

 

Our Mission  
is to  
Obey,  
Follow  

and  
Bear Witness  

to  

Jesus Christ. 

CHURCH OF THE APOSTLES 
 

Evangelical Anglican 

Church of The Apostles is a member of the  
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference. 
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òFor he himself knows whereof we are made;  
he remembers that we are but dust.ó  (Psalm 103:14) 

Ҍ     Ҍ     Ҍ     Ҍ     Ҍ 

An Invitation to the Observance  
of  a Holy Lent 

 

DEAR PEOPLE OF GOD:  The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lordõs Passion and Resurrection, and it 
became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of 
penitence and fasting.  This season of Lent provided a time in which 
converts to the Faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.  It was also a 
time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated 
from the Body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence and 
forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church.  Thereby, 
the whole Congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon 
and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of the need 
which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and 
Faith. 
 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance 
of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on Godõs holy 
Word. 
 

The Superintendent+ 
 

(Common Prayer) 

Ash Wednesday 
 

March 1, 2017 
 

The Imposition of  Ashes 

will be available at:  

 9:00 a.m. Å  Morning Prayer 

 7:00 p.m. Å  Holy Eucharist 
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Final Weeks of Current Adult Study Series 

On Sunday mornings during the Sunday School Hour classes are 

offered for all ages. Our current series for adults is an interactive 

class meeting in small groups focusing on eight biblical themes of 

our life together as Church of The Apostles. If you have been 

attending, you have been blessed. If you have not yet attended, 

you are welcome to join us for any of the final weeks in this 

series. The final week of this class meeting in small groups will 

be March 5. On March 12, a large group review is planned in 

Fellowship Hall. For further information see Pastor Steve. 

 

Next Adult Study Series Will Be ñCrazy Loveò 

This class will inspire us to plunge deeper in our love for God, as 

we marvel together at how incredible God is, and how amazing is 

His love. Utilizing the up-dated best-selling book and study series 

by Francis Chan called ñCrazy Loveò, we will read, listen, pray 

and share with one another, applying Godôs Word and growing 

deeper in relationship with the Lord and each other.  Here is an 

excerpt from the back cover:   

ñHave you ever wondered if we are missing it?  Itôs crazy, if you 

think about it. The God of the universe ï the Creator of nitrogen 

and pine needles, galaxies and E-minor ï loves us with a radical, 

unconditional, self-sacrificing love.  And what is our typical 

response? We go to church, sing songs, and try not to cuss. 

Whether youôve verbalized it or noté we all know something is 

wrong. 

Does something deep inside your heart long to break free from 

the status quo? Are you hungry for an authentic faith that 

addresses the problems of our world with tangible, even radical, 

solutions? God is calling you to a passionate love relationship 

with Himself.  Because the answer to religious complacency isnôt 

Adult Education Update From Pastor Steve  
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working harder at a list of doôs and donôts ï itôs falling in love 

with God. And once you encounter His loveé, you will never be 

the same. 

Because when youôre wildly in love with someone, it changes 

everything.ò 

This will be an 11-week series from March 19 through June 4 

(excluding Easter Sunday).   The class begins each Sunday at 

9:15 AM in Fellowship Hall for a short 10-minute introduction 

and DVD, then we will break into small groups for discussion and 

study.   

In our small groups, relationships will develop and friendships 

will grow. All participants will receive a personal copy of the 

Revised and Updated ñCrazy Loveò and will be encouraged to 

read in advance the assigned chapter for each weekôs discussion.   

Please sign up in the Narthex to indicate your plans to attend.  

ñTeacher, which is the great commandment in the law?ò  
Jesus said to him, ñóYou shall love the L  your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.ô  

This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like it: óYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.ô On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.ò  
(Matthew 22:36-40) 
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January 19, 2017 
 
To My Fellow Saints at The Church of The Apostles: 
 
Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! First and foremost, grace and peace to you! Roberta and I 
(and the kids) miss you all very much! I continue in my prayers 
for you, and I encourage you to remain steadfast in your mission 
to obey, follow, and bear witness to Jesus in Coventry, RI and 
beyond! I thoroughly enjoy reading about you and your activities 
in the church publications that I am still receiving (thanks to Erin, 
Barbara, and (now) Kerri!). 
 
In those same publications, you may notice that my name 
continues to appear as a ñLicensed Presbyterò of your 
congregation (even now, after three years since we left Rhode 
Island). This title allows the Superintendent, Pastor Steve, to 
invite me to preach and preside at the Lordôs Supper at 170 
Fairview Avenue. It has truly been a blessing for me to be able to 
do so whenever we have returned to Rhode Island on vacation.  
 
However, in my own life and service for the Gospel here in 
Florida, I have begun the process of a calling to the ordained 
pastorate at our church here (Cornerstone Presbyterian Church). 
Because of this fact, it is inappropriate for me to retain my 
ministerial standing with The Church of The Apostles. I am so 
grateful to all of you, and to Pastor Steve, for allowing me the 
opportunity to serve you even from 1500 miles away! However, 
every season of life must come to an end in order for God to 
orchestrate a new beginning.  
 
We still intend to visit you all when God allows. And I will 
always continue in my prayers for you. I thank God for you, and I 
praise him for the work that he has done, and continues to do in 
and through you. 
 
My affection for you will most certainly sustain beyond the 
natural changes of this temporal life. Please know that I am ever 
so grateful to you, and fond of you in Christ. 
 
In His Service, 
Chad Tvenstrup    

A Message from our Brother Chad...  
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A Report from our Elder...  

For God and for Country! 

My great church family, many of you 
have expressed to me how you miss me 
each time I am away for my military 
obligation weekend and I thought I should 
use this medium to express my sincere 
gratitude to you for your support. The 
United States Army is very grateful to you 
all for sharing me with our Soldiers. They 
understand the sacrifice you make for all 
the Sundays and other events that I miss 
while serving our Soldiers and so am I. I was not able to attend 
our Annual Meeting last month but I was with you in spirit. I 
thank the leadership and my brother, the ranking Elder Rob, who 
fills in for me at a short notice. I have enclosed these photos to 
give you a sense of what I do when I am not with you on 
Sundays. Please pray for our troops and their families. 

Hooah! 
For God and for country 
CH (CPT) Blessing U. Jacobs  
USAR 
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Deaconðs Corner... 

Treating Others Fairly 
 

ñI therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called with 
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love.ò (Ephesians 4:1-2) 
 

The theme for this monthôs menôs breakfast is ñTreating Others 
Fairlyò. Many of the themes we men discuss at breakfast are 
mainly menôs issues, but this one seems appropriate for both men 
and women. 
This theme encompasses a huge variety of topics. I address just 
two for the menôs discussion time: judgement and partiality.  
When I examine my own thoughts, words and deeds, it becomes 
plain to me that I have work to do in these two areas of my life.  
Saint Paul in writing to the Romans says, ñTherefore you have 
no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing 
judgement on another you condemn yourself, because you, the 
judge, practice the very same thingsò (Romans 2:1). I know I 
have judged and condemned others for behavior and words that I 
readily excuse myself for saying and doing.  
In Acts 10:34 Saint Peter, while addressing the crowd said, 
ñTruly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable 
to him.ò Again, upon examination, I must plead guilty of being 
partial at times, in my own family, between neighbors and 
friends.  
Last week the highway electronic overhead signs said ñGo Patsò 
then ñDrive Soberò. In light of the theme ñTreating Others 
Fairlyò, I thought how sad it is that we must be reminded to treat 
our passengers and other drivers/passengers fairly. Driving 
impaired, speeding (guilty), texting: not fair. 
In closing, please take a moment to think about this theme. Like 
me, you may discover a thought, word or deed that wasnôt 
ñTreating Others Fairlyò. 
 
Godôs Peace Be With You, 
Bill Sexton, Archdeacon 
 
P.S. When youôre reading the Bible, take a look at James 2:1-13, 
3:13-18, 4:11-12; Ephesians 6:9. 
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Building & Grounds...  

Think Spring 
 

Do you have a green thumb? Or 
a talent for garden design? 
Over the past few years the 
Prayer Garden has not received 
the attention it may have 
received in the past.  With 
several large trees in the area of 
the Prayer Garden to be 
removed, the garden should be opened up to more sunlight. The 
Building Committee would like to use this as an opportunity to 
give the garden a make-over. 
 
This project would be separate from our annual spring clean-up. 
If this is a project that you would like to head up or be a part of, 
please contact Deacon Doug Stomberg.  

 
 
 

Church of The Apostles 

February 2017 
WARWICK DONOR CENTER 

615 Greenwich Avenue, Warwick 

Call to schedule an appointment (401)453-8383 

For the month of February all donors will be entered to win  

a Showcase Cinema Movie Gift Pack! 

When you come in to donate, please mention  

you are donating on behalf of Church of The Apostles. 
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We have been working earnestly on updating our website and we 
really want our Church Family to utilize this tool. This is also a 
great way to share information with your friends and family who 
may want to know more about our Church. We are hopeful that 
people who are looking to find a Church home may find our 
website and find it helpful and informative. 
Our HOME PAGE has all our times: Holy Eucharist, Christian 
Education, Morning and Evening Prayer. You will also find 
ñMark your Calendarsò which highlights special events. 
The next tab ABOUT US features a Welcome letter from 
Pastor Steve, Our Statement of Faith, Church Council, Church 
Staff and Directions. 
The CHRISTIAN EDUCATION tab highlights what 
children and adults are learning here at Church of The Apostles. 
Under the MEDIA tab you will find all our publications in 
digital form, such as: Annual Reports, Stewardship Reports and 
Church Notes. This tab also hosts all sermons in a digital format 
which you can listen to on your computer or download and copy 
onto any electronic device. The sermon notes for the week are 
there also in an Acrobat PDF format. 
Our CALENDAR tab lists all events for the current month. 
The next tab is MINISTRIES, which lists all ministries 
available at CoTA to help our worship, Congregation, community 
and the world. 
Lastly, there is a tab with useful LINKS and affiliations such as 
CCCC, Galatians 6:10, Online Bible Study tools and United in 
Faith. 
We are in a digital age where the Internet is a vital and useful tool 
in communicating with others, and the world about Godôs 
message of Love. We would greatly appreciate your feedback, 
ideas, and constructive criticism. This is a work in progress! 
 
Thank you in Advance. 
Kerri McMahon, Communications Assistant 
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HMS Church of The Apostles 

 
New-Englanders in mid-winter may dream of going to sea on a 
Caribbean cruise with warm tropical breezes, exciting ports of 
call, exquisite cuisine, and fun with family and friends.  Though I 
have never done that, I have gone to sea aboard a Navy vessel, on 
which I and all crew members had a job to do to accomplish our 
shared mission together.  Church of The Apostles is like that.  We 
have lifted anchor and we are now underway on an important 
mission together.  To succeed at this there are basic biblical 
principles we must realize and apply.  I have spoken of these in 
various venues including with our Church Council, at our 
Congregational Annual Meeting, and in Adult Education classes.  
There are 8 themes we must keep in mind that I will again 
highlight here, this time illustrated with fresh artwork.  In the 
center of this Church Notes you will see original sketches 
beautifully created by Amy Smith, the daughter of our own 
Barbara Miller.  Pray with me on these things. 
 
1. HMS CoTA - We are His.   The Lord designed us and 
made us and we belong to Him.  We are His Majestyôs 
Ship.  We are a unique church, and part of a world-wide 
fleet of congregations who belong to the Lord.  This 
church is not ours.  We are His. 

 

2. We are Powered by Godôs Love through the Holy 
Spirit.  Without Godôs Love and the Power of the Holy 
Spirit we are dead in the water.  He is the wind in our 
sails, and the power that enables us to go wherever He 
sends us and to do whatever He calls us to do. 

 

3. We Facilitate Godôs Moving Us by our Prayers of 
Faith.  God empowers us to partner with Him.  Our 
prayers of faith are the fuel line through which His power 
flows into and through the Church.  We must therefore 
pray fervently and in utter dependence on the Holy Spirit.   

A Message from our Superintendent...  
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4. Jesus is Our Ever-Present Captain. Like His early 
disciples who called on Him in a storm and were amazed 
at His power over wind and waves, we too know Christ is 
with us!  We will not usurp His authority.  We trust Him 
completely and obey His orders without question.   

 

5. We are Fed by God through Word and Sacrament.  
Our Lord feeds us so well spiritually through His Holy 
Word and Holy Sacrament, so we come often with hungry 
and glad hearts to receive and enjoy what He provides. 

 

6. We are Characterized by A Culture of Love.  Christ 
has loved us and taught us to love as He has loved us, so 
loving one another is our primary family trait and culture.  
Our aim is to love each other well, and to demonstrate His 
love in the world. 

 

7. We have a Shared Mission as Fishers of Men.  As Jesus 
called His first disciples to join His mission as fishers of 
men, so does He call us as a church to make disciples as 
we go, and He calls each of us to do our part in 
accomplishing this shared mission. 

 

8. Our Shared Destination is Heaven.  We know where 
we are headed and we live with an eternal perspective.  
Our Lord has gone to prepare a place for us, and He is the 
way to Heaven.  Excited about the journey and our 
destination, we are determined to bring others with us.  

 
I am so glad to be on this journey with you! 
In Christôs love and service, 
Pastor Steve  
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Sunday School  

Our Children at Church of The Apostles are learning about 

Baptism. They learned the Bible story of when John the Baptist 

baptized Jesus. What perfect timing for baby Aubreyôs baptism.  
 

ñBaptism marks the beginning of a journey with God and 

continues for the rest of our livesò.  

Gbassah Doman, Ambassadors, Age 12 

 

ñBaby 
Aubrey 
at the 
Fontò 

(Font) 

(Aubrey) 

(Holy Water) 

(Pastor Stephen) 

"ÁÂÙ !ÕÂÒÅÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÏÎÔ  

"Ù +ÁÍÄÅÎ -Ã-ÁÈÏÎ  

)ÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ  
'ÂÁÓÓÁÈ $ÏÍÁÎ 

0ÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ "ÁÐÔÉÓÍ ÂÙ (ÁÒÒÉÓÏÎ -Ã-ÁÈÏÎ 


