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We are Christians  

who Worship in the Anglican Tradition.   
 

Our Mission is to  

Obey, Follow and Bear Witness to  

J e s u s  C h r i s t.  

CHURCH  OF THE APOSTLES 
 

Evangelical Anglican 

Church of The Apostles is a member of the  
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference. 
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Superintendent Message...  

Leading Change 

The theme of our recent Church Leadership Retreat was ñLeading Spirit-

Led Change in the Churchò.  Your Church Council, Office Staff, and 

some spouses convened August 10-11 to put our ears to the Lordôs heart 

on this theme.  Our Lord met us.  We agreed that He desires for our 

Church family to continue growing in the image of Christ, increasing in 

fruitfulness and making disciples for Him.  We touched on the 

preliminary findings of our recent Natural Church Development (NCD) 

Survey, being encouraged and challenged by what it showed. We 

discussed the way ahead, to include establishing a ñChurch Health 

Teamò to prayerfully review what the Lord has revealed, and how to 

proceed with the insights gained. 

Based on Acts 10-11 we focused on Allowing God to Change our Way of 

Thinking, as occurred with Peter and leaders of the early Church, who at 

first resisted what God intended, but ultimately embraced it to see a great 

move of the Holy Spirit to grow His Church.   We want to welcome all 

that God intends. 

We focused on Setting Christ-Centered Goals, applying these biblical 

principles:  

a. God is Immutable, unchanging in His character, will, and covenant 

promises. (Malachi 3:6) ñI the Lord do not changeéò.  (Hebrews 13:8) 

ñJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.ò  - 

Changelessness is Godôs nature. 

b. But we must continue to change. Speaking to His disciples Jesus said 

(Matthew 18:3), ñTruly I say to you, unless you turn (change) and 

become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of heavenéò 

- Growth means change. 
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c. God has a good plan for our future that is different from what we now 

see.  Through the prophet He said to His people in exile (Jeremiah 

29:11),  ñI know the plans I have for you, declares the L , plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a 

futureé. ò  - We can fully trust God for our future. 

d. He is a God of Hope (Romans 15:13) ñMay the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

you may abound in hope.ò  - In Christ we have hope for the future - 

confident expectation in Him. 

With these biblical principles in mind, we asked the Lord Jesus to guide 

us through a prayerful discussion of changes He desires and goals He 

prefers for our future as Church of The Apostles.  Individually and 

collectively, we will continue to pray that the Lord of all and Head of His 

Body the Church will effect whatever change He intends, to fulfill His 

glorious purposes in us. 

In Christôs great love,  

Pastor Steve 

Cookout @ the Gammonsõ 
Sunday - AUGUST 19  

11:00 a.m.  
 

Please sign up  
on the Narthex table.  

Side dishes, salads or desserts  
are appreciated.  

Bring a chair!  
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CCCC Annual Meeting  

The 70th Annual Gathering of the CCCC was held 

July 31-August 3 at Gordon College in Wenham, 

MA.  Church of The Apostles was represented by 

Superintendent, Pastor Steve and Helen Gammon, 

and on one day by Barbara Bickerstaff and 

Superintendent (Retired) Mark and Sharon 

Galloway.  Prior to the Annual Gathering the 

CCCC Board of Directors met, with Steve 

Gammon participating as a former Conference Minister of the CCCC.  

Pastor Steve presented a report to the Conference concerning the 

Myanmar Evangelical Mission and the opportunity to assist the 

childrenôs home there.  He also presented a report on the ministry of our 

CCCC Chaplains and hosted a Chaplainôs luncheon. 

The theme of the Annual Gathering was ñThe Peace of Godò, focusing 

on being a witness in this broken world as we experience the Shalom of 

God and live Christôs message of reconciliation.  Keynote speakers were 

Tom Johnston and Mike Perkinson from the Praxis Center for Church 

Development, who taught on the peace of God and how to appropriate it 

in a life of faith as we love God, love others, and make disciples as we 

go.   

Next yearôs CCCC Annual Gathering will be July 9-12, 2019 at the 

University of St. Thomas in St. Paul MN.  If you can attend you will be 

blessed! 

 

Sunday Fall Schedule Resumes September 9 

Sunday Worship Services will resume at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM with 

Sunday School classes for children and teens beginning at 9:15 AM and 

for adults at 9:30 AM.  Details on our Adult Class this Fall will be 

announced soon.  It will be a blessed time of learning together.  We hope 

you can make plans to join us! 
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Care Groups to Relaunch the Week of September 9 

Excitement builds as the time approaches for relaunching our Church 

Family Care Groups. Our aim is to live together the priorities our Lord 

established in His Church from the beginning (Acts 2:42), devoting 

ourselves to Godôs Word, fellowship, breaking bread, and prayer.  Doing 

this in smaller groups in homes, with glad and generous hearts, praising 

God together, strengthens us in our walk with the Lord, and equips us for 

a positive effect on the world around us. 

Last Fall we began with eight Care Groups meeting at various times and 

places. Many have reported how blessed they have been to experience 

the love and support of their Care Group.  Each group has a host and 

group leader, and meetings generally include physical food, spiritual 

food, sharing with and praying for each other.  Care Groups offer a safe 

place to share ñlife on lifeò with each other, as members covenant to be 

real and to offer confidentiality.  Each group determines their own 

schedule, but groups typically meet in homes every other week for at 

least 90 minutes.  To accommodate various schedules and locations, Care 

Groups are offered at different times including mornings, afternoons, and 

evenings.   

If you have not already signed up to join a Care Group, we hope you 

will.  You can do so in the Church Narthex on Sundays August 19 or 26, 

or September 2, or by calling the Church Office.  Join a Care Group and 

grow with us! 

 

40 Days of Love ï September 9 to October 18 

From September 9 to October 18 Church of The Apostles will join other 

local churches throughout our area in 40 days of ñPraying, Caring, and 

Sharing the Gospel.ò  This prayerful initiative is sponsored by Together 

Advance the Gospelò.  In the first 10 days our focus will be on renewing 

our first love through personal encounters with God and participation in a 

united prayer gathering in our community.  This will be followed by 30 

days of focus on loving our neighbors with these emphases: Prayer (Sept 

19-28) - praying for people we know who need Christ and His hope.  

Care (Sept 29-Oct 8) - caring for people in proactive ways.  Share (Oct 9

-18) - asking God for opportunities to initiate conversations about Jesus.  

Letôs be praying that God will fill us and help us pour out His Love. 
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TOGETHER WE PRAY is a ministry of the group formerly called 

ñLOVE RIò and now called ñTOGETHER Advance the Gospelò.  This is 

a prayer effort that aims to facilitate continuous united prayer by the 

Church in the RI area for the advance of the gospel of Jesus Christ in 

word and deed.  The vision is a prayer movement in this area in which 

believing members of all area congregations are engaged in coordinated 

monthly intercessory prayer filling each hour of each day, every month 

of the year.  Intercessors are resourced with updated prayer guides that 

give coordinated guidance on praying strategically about nine specific 

areas of culture and influence including Education, Breaking Racial 

Discord Strongholds, Church, Healthcare and Social Services, Public 

Safety and Military, Media, Families, Business, and Government.   

Church of The Apostles participates the first Wednesday of each month, 

so our next date is September 5.  Our goal is to cover the entire 24-hour 

day in prayer each month, with volunteers signing up to pray for 30 or 60 

minutes, wherever they desire, utilizing the prayer guides that are 

provided.  More information about this areawide prayer effort is available 

at www.togetheradvancethegospel.com.  At 7:00 PM on the 1st 

Wednesday of each month Church of The Apostles also gathers to pray 

corporately in a service of Evening Prayer.  Join us!  
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His Hands for Myanmar 

Thank you for prayers and gifts for the Shalom Childrenôs Home in 

Myanmar.  By Godôs grace they are now in the process of purchasing a 

building lot where a permanent home can be built, as sufficient funds 

have been raised for this step. Please be praying for the Lordôs continued 

leading, and for His miraculous provision so a Christian childrenôs home 

can soon be built.  We rejoice that in a very anti-Christian culture, these 

precious boys and girls are being raised in a loving home, where they are 

falling in love with Jesus Christ.  As they have been living in crowded 

rented homes and been evicted multiple times, often with little notice and 

few options for relocation, we are praying for God to provide a 

permanent home so they will never again face eviction.  More 

information can be found in brochures available in the Narthex or at 

www.hishandsformyanmar.org.  


