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We are Christians  

who Worship in the Anglican Tradition.   
 

Our Mission is to  

Obey, Follow and Bear Witness to  

J e s u s  C h r i s t.  

CHURCH  OF THE APOSTLES 
 

Evangelical Anglican 

Church of The Apostles is a member of the  
Conservative Congregational Christian Conference. 
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Superintendent Message...  

GODôS WORD IN OUR HARD TIMES 

Are you going through a hard time now? Do you know someone else who 
is?  I lift my hand to both of these questions. But through it all God 
teaches me to lean on Him, for He is forever strong and steady even when 
we are not. He also offers us His encouragement and strength through 
people who care, and through ministries of prayer, and through listening 
carefully to His voice, whatever He will share. 

My own hard times lately are because of health challenges. Through this I 
have again been reminded of my mortality and of my lifelong dependence 
on God. I can testify that the Lord is never distant, but is always near.  
The Lord is not silent, but He speaks - sometimes loudly and sometimes 
in a quiet whisper. The Lord is never unfaithful but is always faithful.  
Though the devil tempts us to doubt or self-pity, God invites us hold on 
to Him, for He will carry us through. This is my story. 

Recently someone I love contacted me about a very hard time they and 
their family are experiencing now. As I prayed, the Lord immediately laid 
upon my heart four words for this family in their current difficulty: Trust, 
Rest, Release, and Agree. After sharing these words with them and 
explaining each one, I immediately heard the Holy Spirit say to me, 
ñStephen, this is for you too!ò I knew it was so. With that in mind, I share 
with you these four words from God when facing hard times. 

Trust. Trust God now to hear and answer the cries of your heart. Trust 
Him because of who He is and because of His great love for you. (Psalm 
56:3) 

Rest. Take a deep breath. Now do it again. Rest like a child nestled in 
your Fatherôs arms, for He has you and your situation in His arms.  
(Matthew 11:28) 

Release. Carry your burdens to the Lord and leave them with Him. There 
is only one Savior and it is not you. Love, care and pray, but donôt carry 
it. (1 Peter 5:7) 

Agree. Listen very carefully to the Lord, and agree with Him concerning 
His will, that your greatest desire is to glorify Him not yourself. Agree 
also with those with whom the Lord calls you to trust and pray (if 
married, this includes your spouse). Only proceed when He brings you to 
agreement. (John 12:27-28)   

God is good, all the time, even in hard times! 

In Christôs great love, 
Pastor Steve 
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PERSONAL HEALTH UPDATE 

by Pastor Steve 

On Sunday, October 7, I updated the Congregation about my health 

condition. This occurred the same weekend Helenôs and my three 

children were with us, allowing our family a treasured opportunity for 

prayerful conversation about the way ahead. They all expressed their 

observation and appreciation for the clear love and support the 

Congregation has for us. We join them in gratitude! 

After recovering from the blood infection I suffered in August, in late 

September I went to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston for a full 

battery of tests to determine the extent of my cancer. On October 1, I 

received the news that my disease has now progressed to full active 

Multiple Myeloma (bone marrow and blood plasma cancer).  This 

requires me to start a particular course of chemotherapy as soon as 

possible, which I will do beginning Monday, October 15. 

The way ahead is unpredictable, as I do not know how I will respond to 

the chemotherapy medications, and if particular blood counts get below 

certain levels I am told it will be too dangerous for me to be out in 

public.  As you can imagine, this news is hard.  But I know and you 

know our God is forever faithful!  Amen?  As I have prayed through all 

of this the Lord is granting His peace, reminding me that He answers our 

prayers, and He will bring glory to His name through this!   

The Lord has also assured me of His deep love for me and all whom I 

love, including Helen and our family, Church of The Apostles, and each 

of you.  God has assured me that He will always take loving care of His 

children.  I and our church leaders will keep you posted along the way. 

Your continued prayers for Helen and me are appreciated, as I pray also 

for you.  ñI thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every 

prayer of mine for you making my prayer with joy, because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  And I am sure of 

this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 

the day of Jesus Christéò  (Philippians 1:3-6) 
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40 DAYS OF LOVE ï Through October 18, Church of The Apostles 

has been participating with other churches throughout Rhode Island and 

southern New England in 40 Days of Love, sponsored by Together 

Advance the Gospel. We began with ten days of focus on returning to 

Godôs Love, renewing our first love through personal encounters with 

God and participating in united prayer gatherings.  The next 30 days 

focused on Loving our Neighbor by engaging in 30 days of prayer for 

people in our sphere of influence, asking God to change them, to show 

us how to love them, and to look for open doors for conversation with 

them about Jesus.  We have made this emphasis the theme of our adult 

Sunday School series, as we 

focus on reaching our 

neighbors through Prayer, 

Care, and Share.  Let us 

continue praying that 

personally and collectively 

He will increase in us 

Radical Prayer, Selfless 

Love, and Bold Proclamation 

of Jesus Christ Φ 

 

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SERIES ON HEARING GODôS 

VOICE ï A new Adult Sunday School series begins October 28 on 

hearing the voice of God.  If you long to recognize the presence of God 

all the time, and to hear Him speak through all the ways He is speaking 

to you, this class can help you.  Our primary text for this study will be 

the Word of God.  As additional tools we will use a book by Mark 

Batterson called ñWhisper: How to Hear the Voice of Godò, and will 

include a few short video introductions.  Join us if you can! 

  

CARE GROUPS ïCare Groups are opportunities for Christians to meet 

ñLife on Lifeò with fellow believers, sharing life and love and support 

and prayer, helping each other grow.  We currently have nine groups 

meeting at various locations and times.  We have a place for you.  If 

current times and locations donôt work for you, but you would like to be 

part of a Care Group please let us know, as times can change and new 

groups may start.  Contact Pastor Steve or Barbara Bickerstaff or the 

Church Office for more information. 
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MYANMAR UPDATE ï by Pastor Steve 

I want to update you on the Myanmar Childrenôs home. I have 
previously shared how God led me to visit Myanmar in June of last year 
and how a means was subsequently created to provide sponsorship for 
individual children through a Christian non-profit ministry called His 
Hands Support Ministries  
http://www.hishandssupportministries.org/myanmar.    

My heart broke for the children when I heard 
firsthand their stories of being repeatedly 
displaced. This orphanage was established by 
the Church in 2008 after a national disaster 
when many died by floods. In the last ten years 
they have repeatedly faced eviction from rented 
facilities, often because of their Christian faith. 
Again recently, at the urging of their current 
landlord authorities came to their door and 
ordered them to stop Christian worship. They 
fully expect that when their current lease expires 
on March 31, 2019 they will again face eviction.   

It is clear that the only way to stop this troubling cycle of eviction, is for 
this ministry to own a permanent home. Toward this end a goal was set 
earlier this summer to raise $120,000 by the end of this year, a sufficient 
amount to purchase and modify a home, or to buy a lot and build a home 
for up to 50 children. What excites me most is in this home children are 
falling in love with Jesus Christ and being raised in His love, and are 
being launched as lifelong witnesses of Christ to their nation. As these 
are future leaders of the Church of Myanmar, this is an investment for 
eternity. 

Because the children will be forced to move again by the end of March, 
this fund raising effort is time sensitive. Will you please join me in 
praying that all funds needed for this project become available by the 
end of this year? I am very blessed to report that as of this writing, 
adding the funds raised in the recent car wash by our children and adult 
volunteers, to donations approved by the Council from our Outreach 
Fund and various other personal donations from people in Church of The 
Apostles and others, nearly $74,000 has been raised thus far! Thank you 
for continuing to pray with me for Godôs provision for this entire need 
this year! 
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http://www.hishandssupportministries.org/myanmar
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Deacons Corner...  Deacons Corner...  

BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER 

The Power of Connecting with the Heart of God 

Iôm reading a book entitled ñBreakthrough Prayerò authored by Jim 

Cymbala. This book was a birthday gift from my brother Bob and his 

wife Ellie. As I began to read chapter 1, I was immediately convicted. 

Why? Well, as you read this article, the reasons will become obvious. 

What can we do to receive the blessing from God? Is there a secret, and 

if so, what is it? Fortunately, there are clear biblical directions to guide 

us. The author lays out four secrets to obtaining Godôs blessing. 

The first obvious secret from the Lord is that we are to ask in prayer for 

an outpouring of Godôs favor. In 1 Chronicles 4:10, ñJabez cried out to 

the God of Israel, óOh, that you would bless meé.!ôò. Jabez could not 

accept the idea of living without the blessing of God. Likewise, after 

Jacob finished wrestling with God-in-the-form-of-a-man, Jacob declared, 

ñI will not let you go unless you bless meò (Genesis 32:26). This kind of 

passionate, desperate prayer is definitely not in vogue today. So often we 

seem content with the status quo rather than reaching out for more of 

God. 

The second secret of Godôs blessing comes from Godôs precious Word. 

The author writes, ñThink of all the blessings we squander by allowing 

ourselves to become too busy to spend time with Godôs Word. Reading 

the Bible on a regular basis involves engaging in spiritual warfare, 

because Satan doesnôt want us to read it. He knows God intends to bless 

us through the Bible, so he tries to make us think we are too busy. God 

helps us to defeat him and his crafty strategies which can keep us from 

the blessings that God wants to give us every day as we come into 

contact with his Word.ò 

The third secret of Godôs blessing comes from our obedience to God. 

The author writes, ñPerhaps the most critical key in opening a channel 

for the blessing of God is the one we find the most difficult: the matter of 

obedience through faith. Obedience, of course, is the first principle of 

spiritual life in Christ: óFor surely, O L , you bless the righteous; you 

surround them with your favor as with a shieldô (Psalm 5:12). Who are 

these righteous people who are surrounded and protected by the blessing 
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of God against every weapon and attack of the enemy? They canôt be 

people who are morally perfect, for there are no such people. No, Godôs 

blessing is reserved for those who long with all their souls to walk in his 

light and holinessò. 

The fourth secret of Godôs blessing has to do with sharing. In 

Deuteronomy 14:28-29, while Moses is giving the Israelites special 

instructions he told them that every third year their produce should be 

taken to the local towns and stored there. This tithe was to be used for 

the Levites, fatherless, widows and aliens so they could eat and be 

satisfied. By doing this, the land owners would be blessed by God for all 

of the work of their hands. What a marvelous, compassionate God we 

have! He always has a special place in his heart for the vulnerable, weak, 

brokenhearted, and rejected among his people. Compassion and concern 

for the downtrodden are rooted in the very heart of our Creator. What a 

profound and far-reaching truth the Lord revealed to the apostle Paul 

when he taught that ñit is more blessed to give than to receiveò (Acts 

20:35). 

Well, there you have a summary of Jim Cymbalaôs four secrets to 

obtaining Godôs blessing; prayer, Scripture, obedience and generosity. 

Sounds to me like a winning combination (and also a convicting one). 

God Bless You, 

Archdeacon Bill 

 

 

THE VALUE OF PERSISTENT PRAYER  

IS NOT  

THAT GOD WILL HEAR US,  

BUT  

THAT WE  

WILL AT LAST  

HEAR HIM! 
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Deacons Corner...  

STEWARDSHIP: WHO ME? 
Stewardship is an important role we all fill in our life as a Christian. In 
biblical times, a steward was a respected person of high integrity who 
was entrusted with the masterôs possessions. The steward managed the 
possessions in accordance with the masterôs wishes. Since God created 
and still owns all we have, stewardship is recognizing that God is the 
owner and we are his managers, responsible for using Godôs possessions 
to please him. God is a giver. Our willingness to give reveals our 
relationship to God.   

There are examples found throughout Scripture showing us how poor 
stewardship is bad for you. Two of the most potent are Luke 12 and 
Revelation 3. It is not a financial problem but a spiritual one. 

In Luke 12:15-21 we see a rich farmer blessed with an abundant crop.  
He gives no credit to God, nor does he give thought to being a steward.  
He thinks only about his wealth as he sets to build bigger barns. Jesus 
calls him a fool, not because he had great possessions, but because his 
possessions had him. ñThis night your life will be demanded of you; and 
the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?ò (12-20) In 
Revelation 3:14-17, we get to eavesdrop on Godôs letter to the church in 
Laodicea. The people in the church believed their affluence indicated 
they were right with God. But God exposed their hearts and chastised 
them because they did not realize their blindness, nakedness, and 
depravity. ñBecause you are luke warm, I will spit you out of my 
mouth.ò (3:16) In both cases, a harmful relationship with wealth became 
the root of spiritual blindness.  

On the other hand, rich stewardship benefits everyone. When we make 
God our highest priority, our desire is to honor him. This releases a spirit 
of love, which releases our resources, our time, talent and yes, treasure, 
to meet real needs.   

A powerful example of how our relationship to money impacts our 
spiritual lives is found in the parable of the four seeds and the four soils 
in Mark 4.  Beginning in verse 18, Jesus explains the meaning of the 
third seed: ñStill others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but 
the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for 
other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.ò Donôt 
miss the striking message here. A wrong relationship with money robs 
Godôs Word of its fruitfulness in our lives.   
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However, Jesus gives us the good news in explaining the fourth seed; 
ñOthers, like seed sown in good soil, hear the word, accept it, and 
produce a crop-some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was 
sown.ò Isnôt this the kind of multiplication we want to see in every area 
of our lives and church? We need to resist the deceptive power of wealth 
to keep the door to our hearts open to accept the Word and to experience 
fruitfulness. 

The stakes are high. We, as a people of God, need to have a clear 
understanding of the spiritual implications of our relationship with 
money. Jesus warns us in Matthew 6:24, ñIt is impossible to serve two 
masters. Either we will follow and serve the powerful force of wealth or 
we will serve the one true God. It is impossible to do both.ò This season 
of Stewardship provides us a powerful opportunity to evaluate our lives 
and decide who we serve. 

Deacon Deb Adams 

TIME 
TALENT 

TREASURE 


